
NAVAL GOVF:J.UmcENT OF GUAM 
Governor of Guam 

Executive Order No, 5 - 48. 

TO TEE PEOPLE OF' GUAM 

Subject: Duty Free Entry of Essential Building Materials. 

WliEHEAS, the importation of building materials is necessary 
to the rehabilitation of Guam, and 

17fERE.i'.S 1 under the Tariff Schedule nnd Customs Ree;ula tions 
of Guam building materinls imported from the rnited States nnd 
from the Philippine Islands (if accompnnied by a Philippine certi­
ficate of origin) are free of duty but are short in supply and 
high in cost1 and 

'it'BETE�AS 1 under the Tariff Schedule and CDstoms Regulations 
of Guam building materials imported from foreign countries are 
subject to duty which materially increases their cost and affects 
adversely their importation, and therefore the rehabilitation of 
Guam, and 

c'.'FEl1EAS 1 importation of essential building materials from 
foreign countries duty free is a necessary temporary expedient to 
facilitate the rehabilitation of Guam, 

11'0':' Th'EREFORE 1 Title III 1 Part I Special Provisions, Tariff 
Schedule and Customs ;:)egulations, is amended by the insertion of 
a new Section lOl.a, which shall read as follows: 

"lOLa, Duty F'ree Entry 'of Essential Building �fJaterials. 

(1) "Essential building materials" moans: 

Bolts, 
Brick ' 
Cable, 
Cement, 
:Sarthcmware 1 
Electrical conduit, 
Electrical fittings, 
!lectrical fixtures, simple, 
Hardware, simple, 
Insulation, 
Linoleum, 
Lumber other than exotic woods, 
Millwork, 
]\Tails, 
Paints 1 

Pipe and fittings, 
Plumbing fixtures, 
Porcelain, 
Reinforcing steel, 
Roofing materiQl including composition roofing, 

asbestos shingles, and roof tile1 
Screen, 
Screws, 
Shrcctmetal 1 

Tile, 
Varnish, 
Wallboard, and 
Wire. 

(2) When imported by any owner, importer, consignee 
or sgent who has boon l:Lccmsod and certif:lod as 
duly authorized to claim duty-free exemption on 
importations, essential building materials for 

- l -



the purpose of rcp:1:i.r or construction of n 
build:i.ng on Gu�m whether or not specifically 
provid0d for in thu t8riff schedule under Title I1 
Dutiable List, ihall bo entered and pnsscd free 
of duty, 

(3) Each licensed person shall file in support of each 
entry of essential building mnterials an nffi­
davi t sctti.ng forth his name 1 license number and 
his statement that: 

I 

(a) tho essential building materials on which 
duty exemption is claimed arc for usc by 
him, his agent or tho ultimate consignee 
or purchaser in the repair or construction 
of a building on Guam; 

(b) he or his ngent will not export tho o�sen­
tial building matorials nor any V'rt thereof 
from Gu�m, and 

(c) he or his Agent will take precaution prior 
to the s�lo1 donation or other disposition 
of tho essontinl building mutcrinls to ns­
certain thnt they will be used for tho pur­
pose for which imported and will not be 
exported from Gu�m. 

(4) Tho Department of Records and Accounts shall 
administer tho provisions of this section relating 
to licensing and certification thereof. Tho 
Department of Customs and Immifration shnll 
administer the provisions rol:1ting to entry of 
tho building materials. 

(5) Tho usc of essential building mntorinls ontorcd 
duty free under provisions of this section for 
any purpose other thnn rcpnir or construction of 
n building on Gu0m shAll subject the importer and 
tho materials to penalties sot forth in Section 
155 and Section 156 of tho T1:lriff Schedule and 
Customs Regulations. 

(6) This section shall tnko effect October 201 1948 
and shall continuo in effect for a period of 
one year. Any right r,ccruod or obligc:tion or 
pon:Jlty incurrced shall not be affected by a 
termination of this section or any part thereof. 
Any invostigr,tion, legal proceeding, or remedy 
in respect thereof m£\y be insti tutod, continw;d 1 
or enforced, nnd such penc:l ty imposed ns if ·tho 
section or part thereof hnd not been tcrmin:�tod." 

Givan under my hrmd ::. t Ag;cmn 1 Guam 1 this 14th day of 
October, 194·8. 
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/s/ c. A, Pownnll 
C. A. POWNALL 
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